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Even in the social point of view, however, under
its most elevated aspect, these nobler spirits generally
assert the necessity of religion, as a teacher, if not as
an enforcer, of social morality. They say, that religion
alone can teach us what morality is; that all the high
morality ever recognized by mankind, was learnt from
religion; that the greatest uninspired philosophers in
their sublimest flights, stopt far short of the Christian
morality, and whatever inferior morality they may
have attained to (by the assistance, as many think, of
dim traditions derived from the .Hebrew books, or
from a primaeval revelation) they never could induce
the common mass of their fellow citizens to accept it
from them. That, only when a morality is understood >
to come from the Gods, do men in general adopt it,
rally round it, and lend their human sanctions for its
1 enforcement. That granting the sufficiency of human
motives to make the rule obeyed, were it not for
the religious idea we should not have had the rule
itself.

There is truth in much of this, considered as matter
of history. Ancient peoples have generally, if not
always, received their morals, their laws, their intel-
lectual beliefs, and even their practical arts of life, all
in short which tended either to guide or to discipline
them, as revelations from the superior powers, and in
any other way could not easily have been induced to
accept them. This was partly the effect of their hopes